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Photos from Previous Productions 
 

From the first fully-staged British production at Birmingham Reparatory Theatre in 2007: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the BBC Concert in 2001: 
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Background on the Musical 
 
From “History” on the Stiles & Drewe official website1: 

• Peter Pan – A Musical Adventure first saw light of day in Denmark at the 
International Musical of The Year in 1997 where it won two top awards for Best 
Song (When I Kill Peter Pan performed by the late Denis Quilley) and The 
Orchestra's Award for Best Musical. 

• In 1999 it premiered in a lavish production at Det Ny Teater in Copenhagen, 
performed in Danish. 

• In 2001, under the direction of Julia McKenzie and Jonathan Butterell, a staged 
concert with the BBC Symphony Orchestra, was produced at the Royal Festival 
Hall and was later broadcast on BBC Radio 3 for New Year’s Eve. 

• The concert starred the late John Thaw as Captain Hook, Joe McFadden as 
Peter Pan, Jenna Russell as Mrs. Darling, and Sheila Hancock as the Storyteller. 
The performance also boasted a first in that Wendy, Michael and John were 
played by three real-life siblings, Laura Michelle Kelly and her brothers Jorim and 
Nathan. (Fun fact: Laura Michelle Kelly also went on to originate the role of 
Sylvia Llewelyn Davies in Finding Neverland on Broadway) 

• Following the concert’s success, a fuller semi-staged version, with the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra, ran for 6 weeks at the Royal Festival Hall over 
Christmas 2002 starring Richard Wilson and James Gillan, with Susannah York 
as the Storyteller and Lottie Meyer as Wendy. 

• That same winter it was also seen for the first time in the USA, at the Prince 
Theatre in Philadelphia. 

• The show received its first fully-staged British production at Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre in December 2007, where it was directed by Rachel 
Kavanaugh, designed by Peter McKintosh, and choreographed by Jenny Arnold. 
This is the company that recorded the Original Cast Recording. 

• The show is now performed widely in many countries and is published by Samuel 
French in the USA and Josef Weinberger in the UK and other territories. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The banner from the Peter Pan page on the Stiles & Drewe website 
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The Creative Team 
 
Stiles and Drewe (Music and Lyrics): 

 
George Stiles: born August 9th, 1961 

Anthony Drewe: born March 22nd, 1961  
(same birthday as Stephen Sondheim and Andrew Lloyd Webber!) 

 
Their most recent bio reads: 

• “ANTHONY DREWE (Lyrics) & GEORGE STILES (Music) are a multi 
award-winning musical theater writing partnership whose shows have 
been seen all over the world and have been translated into many 
languages. Their scores include the international smash hit Cameron 
Mackintosh/Disney production of Mary Poppins, the Olivier Award-
winning Honk!, which has been seen by more than 6 million people in 
over 8,000 productions, and the recent West End productions of Half A 
Sixpence and The Wind in the Willows. Their other shows are Soho 
Cinders, Betty Blue Eyes, Travels With My Aunt, Peter Pan - A Musical 
Adventure, Just So, and Tutankhamun. Stiles and Drewe have also 
completed a trilogy of 50-minute musicals for younger audiences, 
including Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff, and The Three Little Pigs. Future projects include a stage version 
of Robert Harling’s film Soapdish for Broadway, and an adaptation of one 
of the most popular family movies of the 1990’s set for a regional tryout in 
2020 and the West End for 2021. Honk! has won many international 
awards including the Laurence Olivier Award for Best New Musical. Mary 
Poppins has won 45 major theatre awards around the globe, including 
Tony, Olivier, Helpmann and London Evening Standard Awards. Stiles 
and Drewe were nominated for Best New Musical at the 2016 
WhatsOnStage Awards for Half A Sixpence. Betty Blue Eyes was 
nominated for a 2012 Olivier Award. Stiles and Drewe recognize new 
musical theatre writing via the annual Stiles and Drewe Prize for Best 
New Song, now in its 13th year, and their Mentorship Award supported by 
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Music Theatre International (Europe). They are also founding board 
members of Mercury Musical Developments (MMD), Associate Artists at 
The Watermill Theatre, Berkshire. www.stilesanddrewe.com  
@stilesanddrewe” 2 

• They’ve been working together for over 30 years – they started writing together in 
1983. 

o They consider Sweeney Todd, Guys & Dolls, and Hamilton some of their 
musical inspirations.3 
 

• Other Stiles and Drewe musicals: 
o Tutankhamun 
o Just So 
o Honk! 
o Mary Poppins 

§ Contributed additional music to the stage version to create a full 
score when added to the songs from the 1964 film. 

o Betty Blue Eyes 
o Solo Cinders 
o Three Little Pigs 
o Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
o The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
o Half a Sixpence 
o The Wind in the Willows 
o Becoming Nancy 

§ Had it’s out of town tryout at the Alliance Theater in Atlanta, 
Georgia from September 6th-October 6th, 2019. 

o Identical  
§ Upcoming musical based on The Parent Trap that is set to 

premiere in at the Nottingham Playhouse and Theatre Royal, Bath 
in summer 2020 with a book by Stuart Paterson and will be directed 
by Sir Trevor Nunn.  
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• They also champion new British musical theatre writers with a prize called The 
Stiles and Drewe prize.4 

o In 1985, Stiles and Drewe were the recipients of the inaugural Vivian Ellis 
Prize for Just So. Winning the prize introduced them to many leading 
lights of the musical theatre world, whose advice and support in 
championing new writing became so important to them. 

 

 
Anthony Drewe, George Stiles, Vivian Ellis, and John Hosier (1985) 

Credit: PRS for Music archive/Doug McKenzie photography 
 

o Since 2008, Stiles and Drewe have recognized new musical theatre 
writing via their annual prize for ‘Best New Song’. This is for members of 
Mercury Musical Developments (MMD), of which George and Anthony are 
founding board members. MMD is the UK’s only membership organization 
dedicated to new musical theatre writing. From 2016, the broadening of 
the Stiles + Drewe Prize to include the new ‘Mentorship Award’ has 
offered the musical theatre writing community greater financial and in-kind 
support via its two distinct arms: 

§ The “MTI Stiles + Drewe Mentorship Award” - an award given to a 
MMD writer or writing team, centered around a one week writing 
retreat and culminating in an industry showcase presentation the 
following year. 

§ “Best New Song” – recognizing an outstanding song from a new 
musical written by a member of MMD, offered in conjunction with 
the Stephen Sondheim Society Student Performer of the Year 
Award. 

 
 
 



 8 

Willis Hall (Book): 

 
Born April 6th, 1929 – Died March 7th, 2005 (aged 75) 

 
• Excerpts from his obituary read5: 

o He had made his name and fame with his claustrophobic play about 
British soldiers surrounded in the Malayan jungle, The Long And The 
Short And The Tall. 

o He had a years-long collaboration with his friend Keith Waterhouse. 
o He wrote more than a dozen children's books and 40 radio and television 

plays.  
o The two also collaborated on the TV series Budgie, starring Adam Faith, 

and Worzel Gummidge. 
o Described as having a mind you could almost hear ticking, he claimed to 

maintain regular writing hours from 7am to lunchtime, 365 days a year, 
and even continued to write soon after a stomach hemorrhage in his 60s 
nearly killed him. 

o After the success of Billy Liar, Hall collaborated with Waterhouse on 
Celebration (1961), All Things Bright And Beautiful (1962), Squat Betty 
and The Sponge Room (1963), Say Who You Are (1965), Whoops A 
Daisy (1968), Children's Day (1969), Who's Who (1972), Saturday Sunday 
Monday (1973), Filumena (1978) and The Card (1994).  

o They also cooperated on the script of one of Alfred Hitchcock's least tense 
films, Torn Curtain (1966). 

o In collaboration with Denis King, Hall wrote the musical of The Wind In 
The Willows (1985).  

o The Water Babies, with John Cooper, was produced in 1987. 
o Peter Pan: A Musical Adventure with George Stiles and Anthony Drewe, in 

1998, was one of his last collaborations. 
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J.M. Barrie 
 

 
Sir James Matthew Barrie  

Born May 9th, 1860 – Died June 19th, 1937 (aged 77) 
 

• Married twice, no biological children 
• Rumored to be asexual 
• Died of Pneumonia at age 77 
• Struck up a friendship with 5-year-old George Llewelyn Davies, a 5-year-old boy 

he met in Kensington Gardens when he was 37 (Barrie’s dog Porthos, the basis 
for Nana, ran right up to him), and for whom he nursed a deep affection.6 

• Barrie was soon to develop a similarly deep and jealous friendship with George’s 
four little brothers: John, Michael, Nicholas, and Peter, the last of whom would 
ultimately share his name with Peter Pan. 

• After the death of the Llewelyn Davies children’s mother in 1910 (their father had 
died in 1907), Barrie, then 50 years old, altered her will (see photos on page 11) 
to suggest that she meant for him to take on guardianship of her sons, rather 
than their nanny, and so fulfilled the dream of the narrator of The Little White 
Bird. The Llewelyn Davies children would live with Barrie for years. 

o Peter Pan became an icon, but the Llewelyn Davies children lived short 
and tragic lives: 

§ George died at 21 as a soldier during World War I in 1915.  
§ Michael was just shy of his 21st birthday when he drowned in 1921, 

in what is widely believed to have been a suicide.  
§ John died of lung disease in 1959, at age 65.  
§ Peter, who called Peter Pan "that terrible masterpiece,” died of 

suicide in 1960, at age 63.  
§ Only Nicholas, the one who called Barrie “an innocent,” survived 

until he died of natural causes in 1980, at age 77. 
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The Llewellyn Davies boys: (from left to right) Jack, Michael, Peter, and George with father Arthur holding Nico 
 

 
Michael dresses as Peter Pan wrestling with J.M. Barrie as Hook on the lawn at Rustington, August 1906 
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• In the published edition of The Plays of J.M. Barrie where Peter Pan, Or the Boy 
Who Would Not Grow Up first appears, Barrie’s dedication reveals that he had no 
recollection of writing the play of Peter Pan.8 

o He remembered writing everything else in his career, but this slipped his 
mind.  

o He even admitted that he lost the original manuscript, save for a few 
pages. 

o This has led to conspiracy theories that someone else wrote the play.   
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The Legacy of Peter Pan 
 

     
Left: Peter Pan statue by Sir George Frampton in Kensington Gardens, London 

Center: The first production of Peter Pan in 1904: Michael (Winifred Geoghegan) riding Nana (Arthur Lupino) 
Right: The real Michael Llewelyn Davies dressed as Peter, photographed by Barrie in 1906 

 
• The original play premiered at the Duke of York’s Theatre on December 27th, 

1904, the day after Boxing Day.9 
o The opening was postponed due to difficulties with the flying equipment. 

• The play went through constant revisions from its first rehearsal through several 
years of rehearsals. Its finished version wasn’t published until 1928.  

o Captain Hook was originally a minor character, but Gerald du Maurier was 
such a convincing pirate that he eventually got an entire act’s worth of 
material for himself and became the nemesis Peter had to ultimately 
defeat.  

• The EU copyright expired in 2008, but there are disputes about it to this day 
because of how many different versions there are.  

• When Barrie died, he gave all proceeds from Peter Pan to the Great Ormond 
Street Hospital Children’s Charity. To this day, the hospital has a right to royalty 
in perpetuity in the UK, which means they receive royalties on stage productions, 
broadcasting and publication of a whole or substantial part of the work, and on 
adaptations.10 

o He also stipulated in his will that the amount the hospital has benefited 
from the rights to Peter Pan should never be disclosed to the public. 

o This is known as “The Peter Pan Gift.” 
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Left: Peter Pan production at the Ormond Street Hospital 

Right: Gerald du Maurier, the first Captain Hook and the younger brother of Sylvia Llewelyn Davies 
 

About the Characters 
 

• Peter Pan 

           
Left to right: Disney cartoon, Mary Martin, Cathy Rigby, Jeremy Sumpter, Peter Caulfield 

 
o The character's name comes from two sources: Peter Llewelyn Davies, 

one of the boys Barrie befriended, and Pan, the mischievous Greek god of 
the woodlands. 

o It has also been suggested that Barrie drew inspiration for the character 
from his elder brother David, who died in a skating accident two days shy 
of his fourteenth birthday. Barrie was just six years old at the time. It is 
said that his mother believed that because he died as a young boy, David 
would remain a boy forever.  

o Barrie always wished to see a boy play Peter, but never had the chance in 
his lifetime. 

§ Typically, young boys would be played as “pants roles” for women.  
§ Women are also easier to fly on stage because they’re smaller and 

lighter for the harness.  
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o In Neverland, people never grow up. It is never confirmed how long 
Peter's been on the island or his actual age. 

§ In the book Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens where Peter first 
appears, Barrie says “His age is one week, and though he was 
born so long ago he has never had a birthday, nor is there the 
slightest chance of his ever having one.” 11 

§ He is estimated to be around 12-13 years old in the classic story. 
o Barrie never described Peter’s appearance in great detail party because 

he wanted the readers to picture their own version of him 
§ He did say that Peter still has all his baby teeth.  
§ He didn’t always appear wearing all green – that has only become 

a tradition due to his portrayal in the Disney cartoon. In the original 
play, his costume is described as comprised of “autumn leaves and 
cobwebs.” 

o In the books, Peter gets his power of flying from sheer will-power: 
§ “Well, Peter Pan got out by the window, which had no bars. 

Standing on the ledge he could see trees far away, which were 
doubtless the Kensington Gardens, and the moment he saw them 
he entirely forgot that he was now a little boy in a nightgown, and 
away he flew, right over the houses to the Gardens. It is wonderful 
that he could fly without wings, but the place itched tremendously, 
and, perhaps we could all fly if we were as dead-confident-sure of 
our capacity to do it as was bold Peter Pan that evening.”   

§ Eventually, Barrie had to write fairy dust as his source of power into 
the story as a safety precaution because children were getting 
injured from jumping from their beds and trying to fly.  

o In the original play, Peter states that no one must ever touch him (though 
he does not know why).  

§ The stage directions specify that no one does throughout the play. 
   

         

Depiction of baby 
Peter (described 
as 1 week old) 

from Peter Pan in 
Kensington 

Gardens 

A slightly older 
Peter Pan looking 
out at Neverland 
thinking, “To die 

would be an 
awfully big 

adventure?” 
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• Captain Hook  

          
Left to right: Disney cartoon, Cyril Ritchard, Al Hirschfeld’s rendering of Stephen Hanan, Jason Isaacs, David Birrell 
 

o Described in the original play as: 
§ The cruelest jewel in the dark setting that is the other pirates. 
§ Cadaverous and blackavised, his hair dressed in long curls which look 

like black curls about to melt. 
§ His eyes are blue as the forget-me-not and of a profound insensibility, 

save when he claws, at which time a red spot appears in them. 
§ Has an iron hook instead of a right hand. (Disney is incorrect in 

depicting it as his left.) He lost his hand to a crocodile, also known as 
“Tick-Tock” because he swallowed a clock that continues to tick. 

§ Is never more sinister than when he is polite - the elegance of his 
diction and distinction of his demeanor show him to be one of a 
different class from his crew, a solitary among uncultured companions.  

§ This courtliness impresses even his victims on the high seas, who 
note that he always says 'Sorry' when prodding them along the flank.  

§ A man of indomitable courage, the only thing at which he flinches is 
the sight of his own blood, which is thick and of an unusual color. At 
his public school they said of him that he 'bled yellow.'  

§ A holder of his own contrivance is in his mouth enabling him to smoke 
two cigars at once. Those, however, who have seen him in the flesh, 
agree that the grimmest part of him is his iron claw. 

o Attended Eton, the same school as J.M. Barrie.  
§ In the original play, Hook’s last words are “Floreat Etona”, the Eton 

motto. In a lecture about the character, JM Barrie confirmed his 
attendance at the school.  

o Captain Hook also knew Long John Silver. Despite being in different novels 
by different authors, it seems that Hook and Silver crossed paths. Barrie and 
Treasure Island author Robert Louis Stevenson were contemporaries and 
knew each other, hence the cross-over.12 

o Often, his character is doubled with Mr. Darling, a tradition that dates back all 
the way to the original production in 1904.  
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• Wendy  

            
Left to right: Disney cartoon, Kathy Nolan, Rachel Hurd-Wood, Gina Beck 

 
o Wendy didn’t appear until Peter Pan, or The Boy Who Wouldn't Grow Up  
o The only girl involved, Peter is drawn to her because of the bedtime 

stories he hears her mother tell and in turn, wants Wendy to be the mother 
of his group and tell stories to the Lost Boys.  

o She is the big sister to John and Michael Darling and is very protective of 
them.  

o Her exact age is not specified in the original play or novel by Barrie, 
though it is implied that she is about 12 years old or possibly younger, as 
she is "just Peter's size" 

§ The novel does say that Wendy attends “Kindergarten school” 
along with her younger brothers. 

o In the short sequel When Wendy Grew Up – An Afterthought, she is 
shown to have grown up, gotten married, and had a daughter of her own, 
Jane.  

§ This was eventually added to the end of the original play to bring it 
full circle.  

§ Jane goes on to have a daughter named Margaret and the circle 
goes on and on with each girl getting to go off on her adventure 
with Peter, then eventually returning home to grow up.  

§ While not in every adaptation of Peter Pan, it is a very popular 
ending. 

o In Peter and the Starcatcher, Wendy is the daughter of Molly Aster, the 
first girl to go off on an adventure with Peter.  
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• The Lost Boys 

    
Left to right: Disney cartoon, 2003 live action film, 2007 REP production 

 
o The Lost Boys are described as a group of boys who fell out of their 

prams. 
§ There aren’t any lost girls because “girls are far too clever to fall out 

of their prams” 
o They are comprised of Tootles, Slightly, Curly, Nibs, and the Twins (who 

don’t have separate names – they’re just First Twin and Second Twin) 
o Their introduction in the original play reads: 

§ The boy who has emerged from his tree is Slightly, who has perhaps 
been driven from the abode below by companions less musical than 
himself. Quite possibly a genius, Slightly has with him his home-made 
whistle to which he capers entrancingly, with no audience save a Never 
ostrich which is also musically inclined. Unable to imitate Slightly's graces 
the bird falls so low as to burlesque them and is driven from the 
entertainment. Other lost boys climb up the trunks or drop from branches, 
and now we see the six of them, all in the skins of animals they think they 
have shot, and so round and furry in them that if they fall they roll. Tootles 
is not the least brave though the most unfortunate of this gallant band. He 
has been in fewer adventures than any of them because the big things 
constantly happen while he has stepped ‘round the corner; he will go off, 
for instance, in some quiet hour to gather firewood, and then when he 
returns the others will be sweeping up the blood. Instead of souring his 
nature this has sweetened it and he is the humblest of the band. Nibs is 
more gay and debonair, Slightly more conceited. Slightly thinks he 
remembers the days before he was lost, with their manners and customs. 
Curly is a pickle, and so often has he had to deliver up his person when 
Peter said sternly, 'Stand forth the one who did this thing,' that now he 
stands forth whether he has done it or not. The other two are First Twin 
and Second Twin, who cannot be described because we should probably 
be describing the wrong one. Hunkering on the ground or peeking out of 
their holes, the six are not unlike village gossips gathered round the 
pump. 

o It is stated that Peter "thins them out" when they start to grow up. This is 
never fully explained, but it is implied that he either kills them or banishes 
them. 
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• The Pirates 

   
Left to right: Disney cartoon, 2003 live action film, 2007 REP production 

 
o They are comprised of Smee, Gentleman Starkey, Cecco, Cookson, Bill 

Jukes, and Mullins.  
§ The original play also includes Flint, Skylights, and Noodler, whose 

hands are “fixed on backwards”.  
§ Cookson is said to be Black Murphy’s brother, but “that was never 

proved” 
§ Gentleman Starkey was once an usher in a school. 
§ Smee is described as the only Noncomformist in the crew while the 

other ruffians are long known and feared on the Spanish main. 
§ Other pirates in later productions have been Admiral Chrichton, 

Sniffler, Patches, Bunting, Oliver Shreeks, The Vicar, and Prickles. 
§ It is unclear why there aren’t any female pirates, but it is most likely 

just a product of traditional gender roles of the time.  
o The first time they’re seen in the original play, they sing the following song: 

§ Yo ho, yo ho, the pirate life, 
The flag of skull and bones, 
A merry hour, a hempen rope, 
And hey for Davy Jones!  
… 
Avast, belay, yo ho, heave to, 
A-pirating we go, 
And if we 're parted by a shot 
We 're sure to meet below! 
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• Tiger Lily and the Braves 

     
Left to right: Disney cartoon, 1960 TV Movie, 2003 live action film 

 
o Tiger Lily is the daughter of Great Big Little Panther, the chief of the 

Piccaninny Native American tribe resident in Neverland.  
§ Barrie refers to her as "a princess in her own right" 

o Over the years, Tiger Lily and the Braves have become a point of 
controversy due to their racial depictions that rely heavily on outdated 
stereotypes.  

o While their tribe are referred to as Braves in the original play, in different 
versions, they’ve been called “natives”, “Indians”, and "Injuns", etc.  

o Their songs in different versions have raised concerns on their own: 
§ “What Makes the Red Man Red” from the Disney movie. 
§ “Ugg-a-Wugg” from the Comden and Green Broadway score. 

• For the 2014 Peter Pan Live!, a Native American consultant 
was brought in for the production and this song was replaced 
with the new song “True Blood Brothers”.13 

o In the 1953 Disney movie, their appearances are over-exaggerated to play 
into this stereotype, something the animators did to keep themselves 
entertained.14 

§ They’re depicted smoking a peace pipe, and the Lost Boys ask 
them three questions: "What Makes the Red Man Red?", "When 
Did He First Say 'Ugg'?" and "Why Does He Ask You 'How?'" 

§ Disney has owned up to their mistake - they even remove the 
scene when it is syndicated and re-aired on television. They didn’t 
even include the tribe members in the 2002 sequel Return to 
Neverland. 

§ While still part of the Disney canon today, this is one of the movies 
on Disney’s streaming service Disney+ that has the following 
disclaimer: “This program is presented as originally created. It may 
contain outdated cultural depictions.” 
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• Tinkerbell 

    

    
Top left to right: Disney cartoon, 2003 live action film, 2019 tour of Finding Neverland 

Bottom: 2003 live action film 
 

o While not played by a human in most stage productions, Tinkerbell is an 
import character in the grand scheme of Peter Pan because she functions 
as the catapult of the climax of the play: she almost dies and the audience 
must clap to “believe” in her and bring her back to life.  

§ Barrie was very nervous the audience wouldn’t connect with this 
and had the cast and musicians ready to clap to get things started if 
they had to, but the audience responded enthusiastically. 

§ This has become a staple of the show, especially since it’s a 
moment where young children can feel like a part of the story. 

o In film versions she is usually characterized as a pretty fairy with a 
particularly nasty pattern of jealousy when it comes to Peter.  

o She is a bit reckless at the beginning due to her jealousy over Wendy: She 
tells the Lost Boys to “shoot the Wendy-bird” and reveals Peter’s hideout 
to Hook hoping that Wendy will be kidnapped.  

§ When Tink realizes her serious mistake, she risks her own life by 
drinking the poison Hook has left for Peter.  

o On stage she is usually portrayed with special lighting and sound effects.  
o In Finding Neverland, it is said that Barrie’s first choice for her character 

name was “Shiny Bottom”.  
o In the original play, her “language” is described by Wendy to sound like 

the tinkle of bells. 
§ Peter also mentions that she hardly ever stays still and that she’s 

not polite, but she is especially naughty around Wendy.  
§ The first thing Tink says to Wendy is, “You silly ass!”  
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London in the Early 1900s 
 

Bloomsbury 
§ Where J.M. Barrie lived and set Peter Pan.  

o Barrie lived in lodgings on the site in his early years in London, and the 
house that used to stand at 8 Grenville Street (now the site of Downing 
Court) 

o A plaque was added there to commemorate Barrie in 2015.  
§ It was unveiled by David Barrie, great-great-nephew of J.M. Barrie, 

and put up thanks to a campaign by the Marchmont Association, 
with the support of Downing Court residents. 

§ Bloomsbury is a district in the West End of London. It is considered a fashionable 
residential area, and is the location of numerous cultural, intellectual, and 
educational institutions. 

§ While Bloomsbury has no official boundaries, it can be roughly defined as the 
square of territory bounded by Tottenham Court Road to the west, Euston Road 
to the north, Gray's Inn Road to the east, and either High Holborn or the 
thoroughfare formed by New Oxford Street, Bloomsbury Way and Theobalds 
Road to the south. Bloomsbury merges gradually with Holborn in the south, with 
St. Pancras and King's Cross in the north-east and with Clerkenwell in the south-
east.  

§ The district is known for its numerous garden squares, including Bloomsbury 
Square, Russell Square, and Tavistock Square, among others. 

   

    
Left to right: 8 Grenville Street where Barrie lived, the plaque that went up honoring Barrie in 2015 

Bottom: Bloomsbury today 
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Kensington Gardens 
• Once the private gardens of Kensington Palace, are among the Royal Parks of 

London.  
o The gardens cover an area of 270 acres.  
o It was originally the western section of Hyde Park. 

• This is where the Llewelyn Davies family lived and where Barrie met them with 
his dog, inspiring the story.  

o They moved there in 1897. 
• The park is the setting of Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens, a prelude to the 

character's famous adventures in Neverland.  
o The fairies of the gardens are first described in Thomas Tickell's 1722 

poem Kensington Gardens. Both the book and the character are 
honored with the Peter Pan statue by George Frampton located in the 
park. 

 

   
Top left: No 31 Kensington Park Gardens, the former home of the Llewelyn Davies family. 

Top right: The Kensington Palace gardens today 
Bottom left: Map found in Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens 

Bottom right: Original book cover for Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens 
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Pirate History, Lore, and Background 
 

• Pirates and piracy have existed since the dawn of sailing.  
o For example, ancient Greek ships were plagued by the Mamertines of 

Sicily, while late medieval European vessels faced the scourge of the 
Barbary pirates of North Africa. However, propelled by our popular culture, 
the very term ‘pirates’ brings forth reveries (to many of us) of the 
rambunctious 17th-18th-century Caribbean sailors and seamen who 
seemingly led their lives guided by the ‘pillars’ of adventure and freedom.15 

• Contrary to the popular cultural depictions of the “swashbuckling” pirates, the 
17th-18th-century pirates operated like any other contemporary naval company.  

o In the wreck of the famed Queen Anne’s Revenge (commanded by the 
infamous Blackbeard) various medical equipment was found used for 
issues like treating syphilis, bloodletting, mitigating loss of blood during 
painful amputation sessions, and other similar medical issues that could 
happen while at sea.  

• Pirate as a term is often generalized to mean any renegade or non-national 
entities operating on the high seas.  

o Consequently, other terms like privateers, buccaneers, and even 
freebooters are used as synonymous elements for this broad 
categorization.  

o However, when it comes to the history of pirates, privateers were actually 
somewhat different in their origins and scope of operation.  

§ A privateer was an individual who was under contract (known as 
the Letter of Marque) with a government, which allowed him to 
attack and plunder enemy vessels during times of conflict.  

§ A buccaneer was a special type of privateer, derived from French 
boucanier (‘a curer of wild meats’ or ‘a user of boucan – a native 
grill’). As can be comprehended from the etymology, these men, 
mostly English and French stock (originally woodsmen), hailed from 
the West Indies – primarily based in Port Royal and Tortuga. They 
were often ‘semi-employed’ by the English to prey on Spanish 
vessels.  

§ As for the freebooters or the filibusters, these men were mostly 
French pirates who were known for using their petite flibotes (fly 
boats).  

§ The term “swashbuckler” is derived from the sword-and-buckler 
men, better known as rodeleros (‘shield bearers’) in Spanish – and 
they were originally the expert infantrymen (sometimes forming 
Conquistador divisions) of the Spanish crown operating in the New 
World. 
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Left: Buccaneer of the Caribbean from Howard Pyle’s Book of Pirates 
Right: Capture of the Pirate, Blackbeard by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris 

 
Pirate FAQs: 

 
• Why did the pirates choose the “pirate life”?  

o Many had next to no opportunities on land, with some sailors resorting to 
petty thievery and even begging to make their ends meet.  

o Piracy presented itself not only as a contingency but also as an outlet 
where such desperate men could take “control” of their seemingly doomed 
destiny.  

o In some cases, the sailors preferred to have a short but profitable career 
as a pirate rather than a dreary life as a lowly seaman. 

 
• Why did they dress like that? 

o The pirate captain of the 18th century perceived himself as a self-made, 
prosperous man and as such dressed as a gentleman of the era – with the 
attire mainly comprising breeches, waistcoat, a long outer coat, along with 
a satin and leather sash.  

o Clothes and accessories depended on his plundering ability and 
purchasing power in makeshift auctions (of stolen goods), thus aptly 
reflecting his position and status among both his fellow pirates and his 
foes. 

o To that end, as could be discerned from historical records, famous 
captains like Bartholomew Roberts (known as Black Bart) rather flaunted 
their flamboyant persona with the aid of velvet, silk, damask, sarcenet, 
camlet, taffeta and exotic feathers. Many pirates possibly also dressed up 
in fancy clothing before being executed. 
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o As for the ordinary pirates, it was a common practice among seamen to 
dress appropriately when they were onshore. However, in practical 
circumstances onboard, they preferred tight clothes and often no footwear.  

o Pirate clothing for the ordinary seamen was often ill-fitting.  
§ Motley was a multicolored woolen fabric woven of mixed threads in 

14th to 17th century England. The clothes of pirate seamen were 
mismatched with multi-colors – hence the expression “Motley Crew”  

o As for their famous headgear, 17th-18th-century pirates were known to 
wear knotted scarves, woolen Monmouth-style caps, tricorne hats (known 
as “cocked hats”), and other anachronistic fashioned caps.  

o Beyond visual flair, the headgear was an important component of the 
pirate attire since it protected them from the hot Caribbean sun. 

 
• Who are some famous real-life pirates?16 

o The Barbarossa Brothers 
o Sir Francis Drake 
o L’Olonnais 
o Henry Morgan 
o Captain Kidd  
o Blackbeard 
o Calico Jack 
o Madame Cheng – a woman captain who took over when her husband 

died, she was described as a prostitute in her youth who lived out her 
golden years running a large opium smuggling operation. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Drawing of the infamous pirate Blackbeard 
Right: Two flags or “Jolly Rogers”  
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Steampunk Fashion 
 

Steampunk is defined as:  
• A genre of science fiction that has a historical setting and typically features 

steam-powered machinery rather than advanced technology. 
• A style of design and fashion that combines historical elements with 

anachronistic technological features inspired by science fiction. 
• A retrofuturistic subgenre of science fiction or science fantasy that incorporates 

technology and aesthetic designs inspired by 19th-century industrial steam-
powered machinery. 

o Retrofuturism is a movement in the creative arts showing the influence of 
depictions of the future produced in an earlier era. 

 

    
Left: Steampunk Peter Pan design by NoFlutter Art+Design 

Right: Peter Pan and Tinkerbell Steampunk-inspired cosplay by JuNatsu Cosplay 
  
 

• Steampunk most recognizably features anachronistic technologies or 
retrofuturistic inventions as people in the 19th century might have envisioned 
them, and is likewise rooted in the era's perspective on fashion, culture, 
architectural style, and art. 

o Since Peter Pan is plucked straight out of the very beginning of the 20th 
century, the steampunk theme suits it very well.  

o Other steampunk productions of Peter Pan have been done in the past, 
but not of this specific version of Peter Pan: A Musical Adventure (as far 
as can be determined online.) 
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Above: Different types of steampunk masquerade top hats with goggles (from BeyondMasquerade.com) 
Below: A steampunk headband adorned with an awesome hat with gold gears. (from BeyondMasquerade.com) 
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Map of Neverland 
 

 
Map of Neverland created by Walt Disney Productions as a promotion for its 1953 film Peter Pan.17 

(Users of Colgate-Palmolive's "Peter Pan Beauty Bar with Chlorophyll" could obtain the map  
by mailing in three soap wrappers and fifteen cents.) 

 
• Neverland is described in the original play as: 

o What you see is the Never Land. You have often half seen it before, or even three-
quarters, after the night-lights were lit, and you might then have beached your 
coracle on it if you had not always at the great moment fallen asleep. I dare say you 
have chucked things on to it, the things you can't find in the morning. In the daytime 
you think the Never Land is only make-believe, and so it is to the likes of you, but this 
is the Never Land come true. It is an open-air scene, a forest, with a beautiful lagoon 
beyond but not really far away, for the Never Land is very compact, not large and 
sprawly with tedious distances between one adventure and another, but nicely 
crammed. It is summer time on the trees and on the lagoon but winter on the river, 
which is not remarkable on Peter's island where all the four seasons may pass while 
you are filling a jug at the well. Peter's home is at this very spot, but you could not 
point out the way into it even if you were told which is the entrance, not even if you 
were told that there are seven of them. You know now because you have just seen 
one of the lost boys emerge. The holes in these seven great hollow trees are the 
'doors' down to Peter's home, and he made seven because, despite his cleverness, 
he thought seven boys must need seven doors. 
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Other Versions of Peter Pan 
 

With such a rich history, it only makes sense that Peter Pan has become a cultural icon 
used in many movies, plays, TV shows, musicals, and more over the years. 

 
• Original Incarnations:  

o Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens (1902 story first published in Barrie's 
The Little White Bird) 

o Peter Pan, or The Boy Who Wouldn't Grow Up (1904 Play, only published 
in 1929 due to Barrie’s constant rewrites)  

o When Wendy Grew Up – An Afterthought (1908 sequel play/epilogue, only 
published in book form in 1957)  

o Peter and Wendy (1911 novel now most widely known as the “original 
book”) 

 
Here’s a brief (and very incomplete) collection of adaptations from over the years.  
Some are approved adaptations and some are not due to the character’s lapse of 

copyright and entrance into the public domain: 
 

• Films:  
o Peter Pan (1924 film w/Betty Bronson) 
o Peter Pan (1953 Disney cartoon) 
o Hook (1991 Steven Spielberg film)  
o Peter Pan 2: Return to Neverland (2002 Disney cartoon) 
o Peter Pan (2003 film w/Jeremy Sumpter) 
o Finding Neverland (2005 film)  
o Tinker Bell (direct-to-DVD Disney cartoon series)  

§ Tinker Bell (2008) 
§ Tinker Bell and the Lost Treasure (2009) 
§ Tinker Bell and the Great Fairy Rescue (2010) 
§ Pixie Hollow Games (2011 TV special) 
§ Secret of the Wings (2012) 
§ The Pirate Fairy (2014) 
§ Tinker Bell and the Legend of the NeverBeast (2015) 

o Pan (2015 film w/Levi Miller) 
 

• TV: 
o Peter Pan (1955 Live TV Broadcast w/Mary Martin) 
o Peter Pan (1960 TV Broadcast w/Mary Martin) 
o Peter Pan (1976 TV Movie w/Mia Farrow) 
o The Lost Boys (1978 Docudrama)  
o Peter Pan and the Pirates (1990 TV series w/Jason Marsden) 
o Peter Pan (2000 Live TV Broadcast w/Cathy Rigby) 
o Peter Pan: Live! (2014 Live TV Broadcast w/Allison Williams) 
o Peter Pan Goes Wrong (2016 TV movie) 
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• Stage Plays and Musicals: 
o Peter Pan (1950 Leonard Bernstein musical) 
o Peter Pan (1954 Betty Comden & Adolph Green musical) 
o Neverland (1975 Jim Steinman musical)  
o Peter Pan (1982 John Caird and Trevor Nunn play) 
o Peter Pan: The British Musical (1985 Piers Chater Robinson musical)  
o Peter Pan (1996 Philip Glassborow musical)  
o Peter and Wendy (1997 Liza Lorwin and Johnny Cunningham musical) 
o The Terrible Tragedy of Peter Pan (2002 Phillip C. Klapperich play) 
o Peter Pan (2004 musical by Chickenshed Theatre Company in full ASL)   
o Peter and the Starcatcher (2009 Rick Elice play) 
o Disney's Peter Pan Jr. (2013 Disney adaptation for amateur licensing)   
o Finding Neverland (2014 James Graham, Gary Barlow, Eliot Kennedy, Scott 

Frankel, and Michael Korie musical)  
o A For Peter Pan On Her 70th Birthday (2017 Sarah Ruhl adaptation)  
o Darling (Ryan Scott Oliver musical still in development) 
o Wendy’s Shadow (David Maglione & Tomas Ruiz musical still in development) 
o Fly (Upcoming Rajiv Joseph, Bill Sherman, and Kirsten Childs musical to play at 

La Jolla Playhouse)  
o …and MANY more! 

 
• Other: 

o Books 
o Art  
o Music 
o Radio 
o Video Games  
o …the list never ends!  

 

   
Left: Opening night program from the original production of Peter Pan (dated 12/27/1904) 

Right: Program cover from the 2007 Birmingham REP production of Peter Pan: A Musical Adventure 



 31 

Glossary 
Definitions of terms used in the libretto – found in various locations online. 

 
Pg. 1 
 
A Lamplighter turns up the gas-lit street lamps, illuminating the scene in pools of orange, 
slightly eerie light.  
 
Lamplighter – A person employed to light and maintain candle or, later, gas street lights. Very 
few exist today as most gas street lighting has long been replaced by electric lamps. 
 
Pg. 3 
 
“Evening paper! Read all about it! Baby vanishes from its perambulator! Little baby 
disappears!” 
 
Perambulator – A baby carriage; a pram. 
 
Pg. 6 
 
“Boys, have you taken your Collinson’s Cure-All?” 
 
Collinson’s Cure-All – Also known as panacea, named after the Greek goddess of universal 
remedy Panacea, is any supposed remedy that is claimed (for example) to cure all diseases 
and prolong life indefinitely. It was in the past sought by alchemists in connection with the elixir 
of life and the philosopher's stone, a mythical substance which would enable the transmutation 
of common metals into gold.  
 
-- 
 
“A teaspoonful at bed-time cossets contented children.” 
  
Cossets – To care for and protect in an overindulgent way. 
 
Pg. 8 
 
“Father’s a cowardy-custard! Father’s a cowardy-custard!” 
 
Cowardly-custard – A coward; a timid or fearful person. Probably suggesting trembling in fear 
in the way that custard wobbles.  
 
Pg. 9 
 
“It was a sad mistake in the first place to take on a Newfoundland dog as nursemaid.” 
 
Newfoundland dog – A large working dog. They can be either black, brown, or white-and-black 
(called Landseer). However, in the Dominion of Newfoundland, before it became part of the 
confederation of Canada, only black and Landseer colored dogs were considered to be proper 
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members of the breed. They were originally bred and used as working dogs for fishermen in 
Newfoundland, Canada. 
 
-- 
 
Nursemaid – A woman or girl employed to look after a young child or children. In the case of 
the Darling family, they decided that their dog was smart and caring enough to do the job.  
 
Pg. 16 
 
“I don’t know. I ran away on the day that I was born.” 
 
Peter’s Age – In Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens, Peter is said to have run away the day he 
was born and that he is no more than a week old. By the time he meets Wendy, he isn’t a baby 
anymore, but he is still a child. His actual age is never disclosed, but he is young enough that he 
still has all his baby teeth.  
 
-- 
 
“The Lost Boys, of course. They live in Never Land too - ever since they fell out of their prams.” 
 
Pram – A four-wheeled carriage for a baby, pushed by a person on foot. Pram is also short for 
perambulator, "one who walks or perambulates," which gained the meaning "baby carriage" in 
the 1850s. 
 
Pg. 20 
 
“BIG BEN IS NOT SO TALL” 
 
Big Ben – The nickname for the Great Bell of the striking clock at the north end of the Palace of 
Westminster in London and is usually extended to refer to both the clock and the clock tower. It 
was completed May 31st, 1859. 
 

 
-- 
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“THERE’S LORD NELSON ON A MATCHSTICK AND THOSE TINY PEOPLE IN THE 
STRAND” 
 
Lord Nelson – A Vice-Admiral Horatio Nelson, 1st Viscount Nelson, 1st Duke of Bronté, KB (29 
September 1758 – 21 October 1805) was a British flag officer in the Royal Navy. This specific 
reference is to a statue of him known as “Nelson's Column”. It is a monument in Trafalgar 
Square in the City of Westminster, Central London.  
 

        
 
The Strand – A major thoroughfare in the City of Westminster, Central London. It runs just over 
3⁄4 mile from Trafalgar Square eastwards to Temple Bar, where the road becomes Fleet Street 
inside the City of London, and is part of the A4, a main road running west from inner London. 
 

   
 
Pg. 22 
 
“Tiger Lily’s braves lay idle in their wigwams…” 
 
Wigwam – A dome-shaped hut or tent made by fastening mats, skins, or bark over a framework 
of poles (as used formerly by some Native Americans or other indigenous peoples). 
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Pg. 23 
 
“WE SHOW OUR METTLE 
GRASP A STINGING NETTLE” 
 
Mettle – A person's ability to cope well with difficulties or to face a demanding situation in a 
spirited and resilient way. 
 
Stinging nettle – Also known as Urtica dioica, often known as common nettle, stinging nettle or 
nettle leaf, is a common plant that grows in the United States, Canada, and Europe. It primarily 
grows in damp, fertile soil. The nettle has sharp hairs on its leaves. It has been used for 
hundreds of years to treat painful muscles and joints, eczema, arthritis, gout, and anemia. 
 
Pg. 24 
 
“I was far too busy learning fearlessness, fortitude and devotion to duty in the face of mortal 
danger, Tootles, to bother my brains with namby-pamby two-times tables.” 
 
Namby-pamby – Lacking energy, strength, or courage; feeble or effeminate in behavior or 
expression. 
 
Pg. 27 
 
“WHO PUT THE JOLLY IN THE JOLLY ROGER?” 
 
Jolly Roger – The traditional English name for the flags flown to identify a pirate ship about to 
attack, during the early 18th century (the later part of the Golden Age of Piracy).The flag most 
commonly identified as the Jolly Roger today, the skull and crossbones symbol on a black flag, 
was used during the 1710s by a number of pirate captains including Black Sam Bellamy, 
Edward England, and John Taylor. It went on to become the most commonly used pirate flag 
during the 1720s, although other designs were also in use. 
Historical accounts indicate that, should a pirate ship raise a black flag, it indicated that so long 
as the ship they were attacking surrendered with no resistance, they would be given quarter.  
Should anyone aboard the ship resist or should the ship try to flee once the black flag was 
raised, the black flag would be lowered and the red flag would be raised.  This flag indicated 
that no mercy would be shown to anyone aboard the ship that was about to be attacked. 
 
While the Jolly Roger was not originally the name of a pirate ship, Barrie took the common 
name and gave it to Captain Hook’s ship.  
 
-- 
 
“WHO’S MORE ARTFUL THAN THE ARTFUL DODGER?” 
 
The Artful Dodger – Jack Dawkins, better known as the Artful Dodger, is a character in the 
Charles Dickens novel Oliver Twist. The Dodger is a pickpocket, so called for his skill and 
cunning in that occupation. He is the leader of the gang of child criminals, trained by the elderly 
Fagin. 
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“WHO’S MORE SCARY 
THAN THE MARY CELESTE?” 
 
The Mary Celeste – An American merchant ship discovered adrift and deserted in the Atlantic 
Ocean off the Azores Islands on December 4, 1872. The Canadian brigantine Dei Gratia found 
her in a disheveled but seaworthy condition under partial sail and with her lifeboat missing. The 
last entry in her log was dated ten days earlier. She had left New York City for Genoa on 
November 7 and was still amply provisioned when found. Her cargo of denatured alcohol was 
intact, and the captain's and crew's personal belongings were undisturbed. None of those who 
had been on board were ever heard from again. Over the years, this has become the center of a 
well-known maritime ghost story.  
 
-- 
 
“WHO IS THE TERROR OF THE TERRA FIRMA?” 
 
Terra Firma – Dry land; the ground as distinct from the sea or air.  
This line is a play on words since the pirates would rather stay out on the ship in the water than 
be on dry land.  
 
-- 
 
“CUTS MORE THROATS THAN ANY BARBER” 
 
This is a reference to Sweeney Todd – A fictional character who first appeared as the villain of 
the Victorian penny dreadful serial The String of Pearls (1846–47). He is known for being a 
barber who murders his customers by slashing their throats and then turns their bodies over to 
Mrs. Lovett, his partner in crime, who bakes their flesh into meat pies. A popular story over the 
years, some suspect that he was based on a real person, but there is no concrete evidence to 
support that. The most notable appearance of the character was made in the 1979 Broadway 
musical Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street by Stephen Sondheim and Hugh 
Wheeler. The musical deepened Todd’s character, depicting him as a falsely convicted barber 
who seeks revenge against the people who have wronged him.  
 
Pg. 29 
 
“It’s a camouflaged chimbley, Captain!” 
 
Chimbley – A dialect form of chimney. 
 
Pg. 30 
 
“Evil schemes invade my head, Smee, as regularly as rats infest a slovenly sea-cook’s galley.” 
 
Galley – The compartment of a ship, train, or aircraft where food is cooked and prepared. It can 
also refer to a land-based kitchen on a naval base, or, from a kitchen design point of view, to a 
straight design of the kitchen layout.  
This may also be a reference to the pirate Long John Silver in Treasure Island who disguised 
himself as the chief cook on the Hispaniola.  
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“You allus was a rare one, Captain.” 
 
Allus – A dialect spelling of always.  
 
Pg. 35 
 
“WE SHOULD STRENGTHEN IT WITH CLAY  
TO KEEP BAYING WOLVES AT BAY” 
 
Baying – To bark or howl loudly. 
 
Pg. 41 
 
“JUST AUTUMN LEAVES AND COBWEBS  
I’VE NO NEED FOR A SCARF” 
 
Peter’s clothing – In the books and original play, Barrie’s only description for what Peter is 
wearing is “autumn leaves and cobwebs” since it’s something he must have found in nature in 
Neverland.  
 

    
 
Pg. 44 
 
“Pity the simple-minded Muggins. He does so ache for a mother’s tender ministrations.” 
 
Muggins – A foolish and gullible person (often used humorously to refer to oneself). 
 
Ministrations – The provision of assistance or care. 
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Pg. 46 
 
“Overlooking the Mermaids’ Lagoon, from the coral grottoes, beside the lapping waters, there 
came fitful music” 
 
Grotto – A small picturesque cave, especially an artificial one in a park or garden. In Neverland, 
this is where the Mermaids live. 
 
Pg. 48 
 
“And Bristol fashion - we’ve secured the prisoner to the rock.” 
 
Bristol fashion – A phrase meaning in good and seamanlike order with reference to the 
condition of a ship. The expression had its origin when Bristol was the major west coast port of 
Britain at a time when all its shipping was maintained in good order. Also known as “in 
shipshape”.  
 
-- 
 
“Or, by Morgan’s ghost, you’ll taste my hook!” 
 
By Morgan’s ghost – A saying in the vein of “God forbid!”  
 
Pg. 49 
 
“Brimstone and gall, what cozening is hereabouts? 
 
Brimstone and gall – A zealous expression in threatening eternal damnation.  
 
Cozening – Cheating, to trick or deceive. 
 
Pg. 52 
 
“On Blackbeard’s grave, I swear it - the girl goes free.” 
 
Blackbeard – Edward Teach, better known as Blackbeard, was an English pirate who operated 
around the West Indies and the eastern coast of Britain's North American colonies. 
 
Pg. 54 
 
“Think of it as like letting a little tiddler off the hook - it will make you all the happier when you 
catch him again. 
 
Tiddler – A British saying for a small fish (such as a stickleback or minnow).  
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Pg. 55 
 
“HOW I’D LOVE TO SLIT THE GIZZARD OF THAT BOY.” 
 
Gizzard – Also referred to as the ventriculus, gastric mill, and gigerium, is an organ found in the 
digestive tract of some animals, including archosaurs (pterosaurs, crocodiles, alligators, 
dinosaurs, and birds), earthworms, some gastropods, some fish, and some crustaceans. In 
layman's terms, the gizzard 'chews' the food for the bird as it does not have teeth to chew food 
the way humans and other mammals do. 
 
Humans do not actually have gizzards, but in this moment, Hook likely means that he wants to 
hurt Peter by pulling his insides out. 
 
-- 
 
“DID I HEAR A SNIGGER 
FROM SOMEONE IN MY CREW? YOU?” 
 
Snigger – A laugh in a half-suppressed, typically scornful way. Similar to a snicker.  
 
Pg. 57 
 
“Across the bay, the pirate barque, The Jolly Roger, bobbed at anchor.  
 
Barque – A sailing ship, typically with three masts, in which the foremast and mainmast are 
square-rigged and the mizzenmast is rigged fore-and-aft. 
 
-- 
 
“On the rock-strewn shore nearby, the pirates polished cutlasses, oiled pistols and cleaned 
their muskets and honed their daggers to a razor-sharpness…” 
 
Cutlasses – A short sword with a slightly curved blade, formerly used by sailors. 
 
-- 
 
“Like a ship becalmed.” 
 
Becalmed – To leave (a sailing vessel) unable to move through lack of wind. 
 
-- 
 
“It ain’t properly piratical, him standing there without an oath for nobody - not so much as 
a boot-toe for the ship’s cat.” 
 
Boot-toe – A steel toe protector used on a shoe. Considering cats don’t wear boots, it would be 
absurd for them to need a boot-toe. 
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Pg. 58 
 
“Never mind though, life’s not entirely bilge water and stale ships’ biscuits? Ain’t that a fact, 
shipmates?”  
 
Bilge water – The area on the outer surface of a ship's hull where the bottom curves to meet 
the vertical sides.  
 
-- 
 
“Compared with my life, Smee, hard tack and bilge water would represent a feast fit for a Lord 
High Admiral.”  
 
Hard tack – A simple type of biscuit or cracker, made from flour, water, and sometimes salt. 
Hardtack is inexpensive and long-lasting. It is used for sustenance in the absence of perishable 
foods, commonly during long sea voyages, land migrations, and military campaigns. 
 
Lord High Admiral – The Lord High Admiral (of England, Great Britain and then the United 
Kingdom, beginning in the 14th century) is the titular head of the Royal Navy. Most have been 
courtiers or members of the Royal Family, and not professional naval officers. The office of Lord 
High Admiral is one of the nine English Great Officers of State. 
 
Pg. 59 
 
“LOOK BACK THROUGH A ROSE-TINTED EYE-PATCH  
THINK BACK TO OUR MURDEROUS LARKS 
ONE SWIPE OF YOUR CUTLASS”  
 
Seeing through rose-colored glasses – Describes an optimistic, cheerful way of looking at 
life. Someone who looks on the bright side, sees the glass half full, and looks for a silver lining 
in all things. They will see the world as a good place.  
In this case, because they’re pirates and some have eyepatches, the phrase has been modified.  
 
Larks – To do something in a super speedy or swift manor. Also a type of bird. This is most 
likely just a way of saying their dangerous adventures.  
 
Cutlass – A short, broad sabre or slashing sword, with a straight or slightly curved blade 
sharpened on the cutting edge, and a hilt often featuring a solid cupped or basket-shaped 
guard. It was a common naval weapon during the early Age of Sail. 
 
-- 
 
“THOSE WIMPS FROM PENZANCE 
WOULD BE FILLING THEIR PANTS” 
 
Penzance – A town, civil parish and port in Cornwall, in England, United Kingdom. This is most 
likely a reference The Pirates of Penzance; or, The Slave of Duty, a comic opera in two acts, 
with music by Arthur Sullivan and libretto by W. S. Gilbert. It premiered on December 31, 1879.  
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Pg. 60  
 
“The dastardly demise of Dead-Eye Dick.  
The lynching at the lynch-gate of Larry the Loon.  
The Terminal Tarantella of the Tuscan Tyrant”  
 
Dead-Eye Dick, Larry the Loon, and Tuscan Tyrant – Characters the pirates are making up to 
tell stories of their past adventures. While there is no historical significance to these names in 
terms of real people, the names were later named characters in other stories.  
 
Tarantella – A group of various folk dances characterized by a fast upbeat tempo, usually in 
time, accompanied by tambourines. It is among the most recognized forms of traditional 
southern Italian music. 
 
-- 
 
“THOSE KIDS ARE A CANKER 
IT’S TIME WE LAID ANCHOR”  
 
Canker – A destructive fungal disease of apple and other trees that results in damage to the 
bark. Or, a Canker sore is a small ulcer of the mouth or lips. It isn’t contagious or particularly 
dangerous, but can be consistently annoying.  
 
Pg. 61 
 
“LOOK BACK THROUGH A ROSE-TINTED EYE-PATCH  
REMEMBER THOSE HALCYON DAYS”  
 
Halcyon – A period of time in the past that was idyllically happy and peaceful. 
 
-- 
 
“Enemy in sight! Tiger Lily’s braves to port and starboard!” 
 
Port and Starboard – Nautical terms for left and right, respectively. 
 
-- 
 
“Scarper!” 
 
Scarper – A British term meaning to run away.  
 
Pg. 71 
 
“If Tiger Lily’s braves are the victors, they will beat their tom-tom.”  
 
Tom-tom – A traditional Native American hand drum.  
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Pg. 72 
 
“Now that the sprats are safely netted, it’s time to land the mackerel.”  
 
Sprats – A small marine fish of the herring family, widely caught for food and fish products. 
This line as a whole means “Now that we’ve caught the small fish, it’s time to catch the big one.” 
 
Pg. 73 
 
“It savours of grandmama’s eau-de-cologne with perhaps the merest hint of caraway biscuits”  
 
Eau-de-cologne – Or simply cologne, is a perfume originating from Cologne, Germany. 
Originally mixed by Johann Maria Farina in 1709, it has since come to be a generic term for 
perfumes usually marketed towards men. It also may signify a less concentrated (but more 
affordable) version of a popular perfume.  
 
Caraway biscuits – Caraway seeds have been long used in British cookery, and at one time 
caraway-seed biscuits were prepared to mark the end of the sowing of the spring wheat. These 
particular biscuits later evolved into this distinctively flavored tea cake. Caraway seeds were so 
popular a flavoring that they appear in at least 14 cake or biscuit recipes, as well as other items, 
including soap, a treatment for "hysterics," and as a bait for rat traps.  
 
-- 
 
“You wouldn’t have a chocolate about your person, Smee?  
Or a partsucked sweetie gathering fluff in a trouser pocket?” 
 
Partsucked sweetie – Slang for a hard candy that someone already had in their mouth.  
 
-- 
 
“We should have come lambasting aboard with cutlasses to hand and pistols blazing.” 
 
Lambasting – To assault violently; to beat, whip.  
 
Pg. 74 
 
“WHO WILL BE HALLOWED IN THE HALLS OF ETON?  
 
Eton College – An independent boarding school for boys age 13–18 in the parish of Eton, near 
Windsor in Berkshire, England. Founded as a sister institution to King's College, Cambridge, 
making it the 18th-oldest Headmasters' and Headmistresses' Conference school. Eton's history 
and influence have made Eton one of the most prestigious schools in the world. 
 
This is also the school that J.M. Barrie went to, so this is his way of saying that Hook went there 
as well. Several of the Llewelyn-Davies boys went there as well.   
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“WHO WILL BE FETED FOR HIS FLAIR?”  
 
Feted – To honor or entertain someone lavishly. 
 
Pg. 75 
 
“OR YOU’RE PUSHING UP THE DAISIES” 
 
Pushing up daisies – A phrase meaning to be dead and buried. 
 
Pg. 76 
 
“Do you believe in fairies? Say quick that you believe! No, better still - if you believe, then clap 
your hands!” 
 
Audience clapping to revive Tinkerbell – A traditional moment in the show where Peter 
breaks the metaphorical Fourth Wall and asks the audience to participate in bringing the ill fairy 
back to life. Originally Barrie was hesitant about this moment in the play because he didn’t know 
if the audience would respond, but it was so successful that it became a staple in all live 
productions.   
 
Pg. 77 
 
“Most of the crew were sleeping, fitfully, in the foc’sle.” 
 
Foc’sle – The forecastle (abbreviated foc'sle) is the upper deck of a sailing ship forward of the 
foremast, or the forward part of a ship with the sailors' living quarters. 
 
Pg. 80 
 
“IT WARMS THE COCKLES OF MY HEART 
TO THINK THEIR JOURNEY TO THE AFTER-LIFE.” 
 
COCKLES OF MY HEART – Its ventricles, named by some in Latin as "cochleae cordis", from 
"cochlea" (snail), alluding to their shape. The saying means to warm and gratify one's deepest 
feelings. 
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Pg. 82 
 
“Rule Britannia!” 
 
Rule Britannia – A British patriotic song, originating from the poem "Rule, Britannia" by James 
Thomson and set to music by Thomas Arne in 1740. It is strongly associated with the Royal 
Navy, but also used by the British Army. 
 

    
 
 
Pg. 86-87 
 
“Gentlemen, gentlemen - I’ve thought it through. The girl’s the Jonah. Whoever heard of a 
carefree craft that had a woman on the manifest?” 
 
Jonah – A long-established expression among sailors, meaning a person (either a sailor or a 
passenger) who is bad luck, which is based on the Biblical prophet Jonah. Clergymen are 
considered bad luck, as they are all of Jonah's ilk. Redheads and women are also to be avoided 
as passengers. 
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Pg. 88 
 
“Back! Back, I say, you mewling milksops!” 
 
Mewling – To cry feebly or querulously; whimper. 
 
Milksops – An unmanly man.  
 
Pg. 89 
 
“But even in defeat, James Hook decides his own destiny. Floreat Etona!!” 
 
Floreat Etona – The unofficial school motto Eton college. Floreat Etona, which can be 
translated as “May Eton Flourish” or “Let Eton Flourish”; but Esto perpetua ("May it last forever") 
came into usage if anything a little earlier.  In fact, neither phrase is officially a motto; they are 
unofficial creations that, over time, have stuck. 
 
Pg. 93 
 
“Bless my best boots and braces – those are our three!” 
 
Bless my best boots and braces – An expression in the vein of “bless my soul!”   
 
Pg. 94 
 
“Black jacket; striped trousers; starched wing collar and a gold fobchain across your 
waistcoat, a shiny top hat and a rolled umbrella…” 
 
Gold fobchain – A chain with a “T bar” is the traditional way to achieve this look. These 
particular chains are often called “Albert Chains” after Queen Victoria's husband, who made 
them very fashionable. They are also sometimes referred to as 'fob chains' because they hold 
the watch in the “fob pocket” of the waistcoat. 
 

 
Pg. 98 
 
“Come on, Tink. Second to the right and straight on until morning.” 
 
Second to the right and straight on until morning – The location of Neverland.  
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